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1 pleaſing nid minute Bio t of the lats 
Dr. Samuel l Johnen, hath informed us, that a natural 
melancholy with which he was afflicted, frequently 
faddened his life, and gave a gloomy caſt to his whole 
eourſe of thinking. 1 do not mean to attribute the 
influence of the ſame malady to Catholicus, yet that 
his ſyſtem of politics is an evil under which he per- 
petually labors, appears to me evident. His object, 
though not apparent, is in reality to democratixe you. 
It is my ardent wiſh to retain you on the ſide of 
religion and ſocial order. Modern democracy is ati 
enchanting thing; it gives to the minds of its admi- 
rers a diſlike to that ſocial order by 'which civilized 
life is upheld, and a general and permanent bias to 
inſubordination. nba to rightly af⸗ 
hx the name“ I have no heſitation to ronouncegs 
that, as to manner, Catholicus is a plealing writer, 
and I ſhrewdly. ſulpe ct, that if he is not am orthodox 
member of your Society, he is (lixe Paul Phillips) 
at leaſt „ a ſhred of the linen veſtment of 
Aaron.“ But it is of little conſequenee to * rightly 
affix the name“ either to Catholicus, or myſelf, ſince 
it is not to us ONES 2 to our Were 
| Your: attention is requ ed. 
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Upon FR: very backnie ſubject of Tithes, I 
ro — (your members do not 
8 TRE bo the: LE N0 of Catholicus, 7 
be miſtaken; I do not expett that you will 4/0 be 

3 againſt a great deal of cloſe 1 ſpecious rea- 
ſoning, accompanied, as it is, with an uncommon 
profuſion of handſome compliments, I know how- 
ever, that many of you-gen that the diſcipline of the 
Church is Vp > exeraaled in its fulleſt latitude, 

againſt conſcientious Tithe-payers. That is to ſay, if 
one of your members make it a matter of conſcience 
to pay them, you will not, for acting according to 
fuch dictates expe him your ſociety. But, atcord- 
ing 10. Catholicus, you ought not to expel him in 
any caſe: ſar though the law of che land (ſuppoſing 
a ſcruple to jthe payment of Tiches to exiſt in the 
mid oft a Quaker ihas made a provifion; and not- 
withſtanding, the Ius of the Society forbid. iis mem- 
bers to! pay! Tithes, the proviſion is to be rejected, 
and the Societytlaw ta be violated with impunity. 
Itiis / conſiſtent with the democracy of modern times 
io inſiſt muchuupou the Liberty and Equality of Man : 

But even du does: not feem to go quite fo far. as to 
ſay, ahat bed f nen is as liable io be controuled 


35 by. am individual, as the, individual by it. As 


among the public Statutes of the Realm, a proviſion 
is made for. ſuchꝭ as have a ſeruple to pay Tithes, the 


dc cceptance ol ſueh proviſion is not ſurely an oppoſi 
on to legal ordinance. The Society law forbids it's 


members to pay them, and whit the. law fo ſtands, it 
ought to de reſpefeds: The. indiyidual who pre- 
ſumes to oppoſe the general law (virtually at leaſt) 
- cantrouls legiſlation. Let us ſuppoſe there is ot any 


ſcruple of conſcience in the caſe; but that to the 


| ithe-payer, it is a matter of perfect indifference ; I 
| many believe there are N . you, who car- 
e | nci 


9. 
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not make vp their minds upon the N and yet 
cunſcientiaiſiy refuſe. to pay them. Men who are a- 
Zopting: this language, I do not ſee very clearly in 
6 this matter my ſelf, but my brethren, in a collective 
e capacity, are no doubt of clearer vifion ; in this caſe 
J vill conform to the laws of my Church without 
# convittion. The love of the brethren, ought to be 
greater than that of my own. perſonal conveni-- 
** ence, and though it is no matter of conſcience 
„ with me, either in paying or refuſing to pay; yet, 
it is a matter of conſcience with me, to preſerve 
the bond of unity with my brethren entire. IfI 
6 break this bond about a matter to me non-eſſential, 
I cannot poſſeſs that love for them, which the author 
6. of the Chriſtian religion declares to be the badge ' 
„ whereby his Diſciples ſhould be known.” This con- 
formity does not deſerve the name of iinαẽ,ů. or-. 
* thodoxy” but a contrary condutt; viz. nonconformity 
without — on is grieving a brother with my mens, 
and walking uncharitably.“ 

William Penn ſays, It is renfonable to concur 
& where conſcience does not forbid a compliance; for 
“conformity is at leaſt a civil. virtue; but above all, 
, nonconformity is a weakneſs in religion and go- 
«« vernment, when it is carried to things of an indif- 
ferent nature; fince,- beſides, that it makes Way. for 
& ſcruples, Liberty is always the price of it.” 

If a Friend (cireumſtanced as I have mentioned) i = - 
a ſummoned. before a Magiſtrate for refuſing to pay 
Tithes, upon declaring himſelf to belong to the So- 
ciety of Friends, who profeſs a religious ſcruple a- 
gainſt the payment of them, the Magiſtrate would 
ſurely grant a warrant of diſtraint, without requiring 
any individual conſeſſion from ſuch Friend; and there is 
no violation of integrity by omitting to confels, that, 
(with reſpeA to his brethren) he cannot in conſci- 
ence be a ne about chings indifferent; 


in 


6 » 


® 
6 n 
\ 


in mort, that he cho be Diener from bis own 
Church. Ct 
Sf Catholicus i is right i in N that the Socket) muſt 
pay Taxes declaredly impoſed for the purpoſe of 
carrying on the War; but, it does not ſeem to me 
as à neceſſary conſequence, that, becauſe. they pa 
them, ihe violators of Society-Jaw, the n 
« troublers of their oun Iſrael“ the ny Tube 
payers, hall paſs uncenſured. 
It is not the ſame thing which the, Done 
does, even were it to deſire a Friend to ſup- 
port a bireling Miniſtry, and when it orders from 
his pocket into the aggregate funds a ſum of money 
which is afterwards: drawn out for the purpoſe. of 
war. Between God and his conſcience; he diſclaims 
all unn interference, but not ſo, in matters of out- 
ward concernment. It is ſufficient for him to bear a 
religious teſtimony againſt war, if he refuſes in any 
caſe to become a ſoldier, or to pay (except by: or. 
cion) the penalty of ſuch refuſal. . 
I conceive that no one member of a Society. has 
a Tight to demand the exerciſe - of an excluſive pri- 
vilege; if a man be born into a ſociety, a confor- 
mity to its laws he can, or withdrawing; himſelf from, 
i, if be cannot, ought to be bis rule. If he-wiſhes for 


admiſſion into any Chriſtian ſociety of which he was 


not born a member, I know of none. that would 
grant to him un conditional memberſhip. Neither the 
Church of England, nor that of the Baptiſt's, would 


Ailpenſe with the ritual of water, any more than the 


Friends would do, of. his belief. in the e Wie 2 
the ſree exerciſe of a Goſpel miniſtry. 

I am ſorry that Catholicus has mentioned any 

thing reſpecting the affair of the Society's giving 

flannel Waiſtcoats to the, Army of Scotland in 1746, 
| rig Ne the. words Any * condut] ſeem tome 
9 Wh to 


3 


4 and POT, oppoſed to the h ” praife be ; 
had before laviſhed upon you. He ſhould recall. 
left, that the Friends beſtowed their bounty upon 2 
a body of men in diſtreſs; and that, probably, they 
overlooked the Soldier in the. Man, and, that theſe 
Soldiers were in the act of repelling a French in- 
vaſion, before the French were poſſeſſed ' of the 
power of bringing with them, that new kind of pre- — 4 
cious liberty, with which, in the plenitude of 55 "4 
beneyolence, they have promiſed to benefit the 
univerſe. I know that you as a peaceable body . 
of Chriſtians, concern yourſelves but little with mat- 
ters of political diſcuſſion, it was not therefore needful in 
an addreſs to you on the ſubjects of Tithes and 
Taxes, to bring. alſo .under your notice that of 
the French revolution. It was not neceſfary fo 
; Catholicus to ſhew you that (in the abſence of Pa- 
- triotiſm) he loved France better than England, and 
in doing which I ſeriouſly think that he has not 
ranked himſelf on the fide of virtue. Every 
word that he has written aguinſt his country, has 
- been refuted by different authors, but I think not 
briefly, nor have they been refuted unto you. 
. He has come upon you unawares. His addreſs bas 
haſtily flided unto. a ſecond edition, in order p 
. vilify the memory of a departed ſage, who f 
the evening of his life in zealouſly combating t 0 | 
principles, the practical adoption of which is at this 
time diſorganizing and deſolating the world, But no 
matter l it ſeems they are in favor with (I had nearly 
ſaid) this unnatural Engliſhman, who having beſtowed _ 
much whining over the calamities of war (and in- 
deed war is a great calamity) intimates in pretty 
lain terms, that 4 the blame of the pie- 
12 conteſt reſts upon England. To England is 
attributed every evil which has grown out 1 2 : 
rench 


8 

French revolution—with France, a revolution in 
human nature, and which therefore, cannot be 

contemplated with placid, or ordinary feelings: He 

diſclaims all intention to vindicate thoſe evils * which ' 

| « have (be adds) from whatever lamented cauſes, 

„ © ſtained and diſgraced the revolution of France.” 

But il is clear, from the mode of his phraſeology, 
that he deems them all of Englifh origin. 

But Catholicus indeed knows better; he knows that it 

is not to England, nor to any Engliſhman their crimes 

_ ought to be attributed, though to you he has artfull 

repreſented that they have been greatly over- rated. 

I do aſſure you, that I am a little converſant with the 
ſubjeQ, and do ſeriouſly believe that if you were to 
be made acquainted with the whole truth“ after 
reading every thing which Burke has written, you 
would, in the language of the Eaſtern Queen, exclaim 
That one half had not been told you.” If Edmun 

- Burke's writings had really been the effuſions of 
madneſs, he was ſurely as much, nay more, entitled to 
_ thepity of Catholicus than his blame, es aro 

Madmen, to be fure, ſometimes play odd pranks, 
they are apt to ſay ſtrange things, and write much 
nonſenſe, but this ſaid madneſs of Burke's, muſt, like 
that of Hamlet's, have had ſome *method in. it,” to 

have influenced the condutt not only of his own, but 
alſo of other nations. It was a led retort of the 
cCelebrated W. Wilberforce, when charged in the 
Houſe of Commons with being mad, to tell the ac- 
cuſing member, that he (the accuſer) was in a ſimilar 
perdicament to a maniac, who being confined in the 
Caſtle of York, uſed to ſtand at the grate of his, cell, 
and ſay to every. paſſing ſtranger © you are mad, Si 
indeed, you are mad!“ But Catholicus is as Poliſh 
2s the Roman governor he alludes to, by, attributing 
r ein of, madneſs 19. mach deer amongſt = 


/ 


dur proverbs it is called'** the rich man's omament, 


« the poor mars riches,” and our great poet tells us, 


that * a /irtle learning is a dangerous thing,” and ad- 
vifes us to drink deeply ; and the wiſe man has told 
us, that „ wiſdom is as the grey haft unto man, and 
&* ſearninglike to honorable old age; but if Catholicus 
has been in this reſpe& equally erroneous on the 
| ſcore of prudence, he has certainly out-done the Ro-. 
man Governor. He did not (like Feſtus) inter- 
rupt the Orator in the midſt of his oration, but 
prudently reſerved his angry phillippic until the 
perſon againſt whom it was made way unable to 
oo, PRO Ron ne as qu 
T really think that Catholicus has no right to com- 
plain on the ſcore of . flanderous prophecy” againſt his 
| dearly beloved the French. Edmund Burke very 
early told us, what .this new ſpecies of agrarian de- 
mocracy would lead to, and indeeg be told us truly. 
In his day he faw the cruel confiſcations and maſſacres 
of France, upon her own children; and fince his 

death we have ſeen chem made upon the Italian 
States, the Malteſe, upon Egypt, and upon the poor 


und ffending nations of Switzerland. But oppoſed to 


his prophecy were all the hoſt of madmen, .impoſtors, 
diſaffected Clergy men, and baptiſt parſons, who for 
a while inundated us with publications, to prove, that 
in this the whole was of God, though - diſgraced by 
outrages which nothing could juſtify, Texts of Scrip- 
ture without number were ſe as appropriate 
proof, but principally the viſions of Daniel, and the 
Evangelical book of the Revelations furmſhed thoſe 
parallels from whence they drew their inferences.* 
ene eee UTERINE Vote nt? * Unconditionat 
* Swift relates, that on the 1ſt of July, 171% me old Biſhop 
« of Worceſter, who pretends tobe a prophet, went to the Queen by 
« zppointment, to prove to her Majeſty out of Daniel and the Reve- 
*; | . tions, 


vs 
| 


1 
. 


Unconditional prophecy appears to me to be rank 
predeſtination; if an event be propheſied of, and the 
_ prophecy: be true, it muſt af bat time be predeſti- 
.. nated. to happen. You bave many good men 
amongſt you, but I hope not any predeſtinarian Pro- 
phets, nor ſhould I ſuppoſe that you, as a people 


5 proſeſſing the doctrine of individual Revelation, judged 


prophecy now, under the Chriſtian diſpenſation ne- 


ceͤſſary, but rather that the latter ſuper/eded its neceſity.* 


But to return, what theſe prophets did not declare 
poſitively, they could in part declare, if ſuch a text was 
not applicable to this event it muſt be to that event. 
Thus if the little horn of Daniel did not mean Anti- 
Chriſt, it muſt have meant Antiochus Epiphanes; that 
taking away the daily ſacrifice muſt have foretold 

1ſnard's oration againſt ſocial worſhip, ar the ſup- 


« lations, that four years hence there would be a war of Religion, 

et that the King of France would be a proteſtant andfight. on their 

. fide that Popedom would be deftroyed, &c. He was then 
© ninety years old, | e ro] 


© By Revelation we may know what is about to happen ; but of 
what conſequence can it be to any of us, to be informed of what 
is to happen nat in our days, but in thoſe of our remote poſterity ? 
The fore-knowledge.of the Almighty cannot be queſtioned, but 
it is a queſtion whether he ow gives to man Tuch fore-knowledge. 
In many places of the Scriptures, it is evident that Preaching and 
Prophecymg- meant the {ame . thing, ſee Prov, chap. 31. ver, 1. 


. 


certainly:implies doctrine; Purver tranſlates it burden, ſee. alſo. 
r, Cor. chap. 12, ver 10, ſurely means preaching, ſee alſo 1, Cor. 
chap 14, the whole chapter, but particularly note ver. 30 and 3i, 
and Theſ. chap. 53 ver, 20; by anſwering the Poets queſtion, my 
meaning will be explain e 
For if the fabrick totters from on high, 9 9 0 
Will gravitation ceaſe cauſe you paſs by? _ 
no ſurely ! miracles are ceaſed, and therefore inſtead of gravitation 
ceaſing, „ the benevolent intention of a kind Providence would 
be accompliſhed by. revealing to the paſſer-by that ſenſe of the 
impending danger, by which he might avoid a fatal conſequence. 


* * 
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oreſion of religious "worſhip by the Betavian” con- 
vention; in ſhort, to borrow t language of Junius, - 
6 burning mountains, and eagle wings, and locuſts, and 
rams, and trumpets, and ſealed books, and bears, and 
gnats, and horns, and feathers, and viols,” danced + 
through their books in all the “ mazes * meta- 

« phorical confuſion.” | 

All this prophecy tended to the ſame pint; that | 
the French by neceſſi ty did all theſe things therefore 
that the oppoſe of England was not only fruitleſs 
but neceſſarily wrong; thus, making the great Crea- 
tor the chief conductor of the awful drama, and of 
courſe having evil committed that good might come 
of it; but my opinions are not orthodox if this be true 
doQrine. „ 

We muſt not 8 that Providence has ſome- 
times cauſed good to come out of evil, but that he is 
the Aul bor of ſuch evil let us not dare to ſuppoſe, A 
mild and benevolent Creator is not ſurely the. pri- 
mary cauſe of horrible deeds, which ſhock even 
human nature to contemplate. No, the Scrip- 
tures declare that, „He is a God of peace, and 
* not of confuſion.” Beſides, to ſuppoſe that the 
. Evils committed in ſaciety are ordered to be fo 
e by the Almighty, ſeems to diſſipate 

idea which my education has afforded me of 
ds accountable, moral, and free agency of man. 
His “ working according. to the council of his own 
*will” has ſurely a ſpiritual alluſion to his carry ing 


on. the works of regeneration and the ſalvation off 


man. If man be a mere machine in the hand of 
a ſuperior power, ſurely he cannot, be morally 
accountable for what he doth ; even the butcheries 
and inexorable tyranny of Robeſpierre and other 
fanguinary conduftors of the Revolution, may find 
excuſe in this kind of Og, but I have been 

always 


8 138, 


always inſtructed to believe, that wicked men 
" muſt, (after death) “give an account of the deeds 

IM * done in the body”, and that for evil deeds not re- 
. pented of, they will be excluded from thoſe bleſſ. 
1 ed realms, in the government of which there is 
| no democracy, but where the power is centered in 
one, eternal, ſupreme head, above all, over all, and 
bleſſed for ever. ' oh 68 
With a few more words upon prophecy, 1 mean 

to diſmiſs that ſubject. If ſentiment be the origin 

of aktion, it is of infinite importance that we pol- 

ſeſs right habits of thinking; for erroneous opini- . 

ons may lead even virtue aſtray, and poiſon every 

_ ſource of happineſs to man. Many opinions are 
formed and ſtill more adopted without due reflec- - 
tion ; pious people read in their Bible an account 

of outward puniſhments being foretold, and inflict. 

ed upon a nation living under a 5 0 as to 
religion, very different to that under which we 

live. Under the Goſpel diſpenſation we believe 

that for fins committed in this life we ſhall be pu- 
niſhed in a future ſtate, and not naturally here, 

and /piritually hereaſter. To thoſe who believe in 

a future ſtate, plagues, wars and earthquakes are 

not what they are to thoſe who have no hope 
beyond the grave, and which, it does not appear 

that the Jews, as a nation, had, If peſtilence 
come upon us, Jet us not ſay that is was fore- 
told an hundred years ago, or that the Lord has 
54 fent it, for he is omnipotent and cannot be with- 
ſtood, and juſt too, . for, be will not © puniſh the 

1 * innocent, and let the guilty go free.” In the 
> 1 of London, and the yellow fever of Phi- 

: _  Jadelphia, many vicious perſons eſcaped the conta- 

; gen, whilſt ſome of the moſt virtuous, and uſe- 
ul citizens, fell victims to their fury; in both places 
r 2 FOOTTOT IE 2s. OfBs "Bey 
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they were counteraRted by hydra] cauſes ; wa. at 
Smyrna, where the plague has , raged for up- 
wards. of a century, a preventative has been lately 
diſcovered. If “ the ways of the Lord be 2 
finding out” is it not highly preſumptuous to 
contend for unintelligible notions, and for us to 
profeſs that we trace his ways, in theſe natural 
occurrences; it is not ſurely from. reverence, 
but from the want of it, or of due reflection, 
that things are attributed to - Omnipotence, which 
even poor frail man can withſtand, or coun- 
teract. It is not owing to the exerciſe of {ound 


reaſon which your learned Barclay calls „ that 


e noble and excellent faculty. of the mind, which 


« we do not deſpiſe, becauſe wicked men have 


e 3buſed the name of it, to cover their wicked. 
e nels, and deceive the ſimple.” 

It Edmund Burke has been a little epithetically ſe- 
vere on the French, he had before him the example of 
the Royal Pſalmiſt, who always ſeleQed why moſt 


bitter phraſe to expreſs bis diſlike of the ene- _ 


mies of religion. The Apoſtle Paul too, called 
Elymas a child of the Devil, and an enemy of all 
righteouſneſs, 'Men cannot always dip their pens 
in the milk of human kindneſs when writing about 
abominable things. I recolle& that our & gentle 
t maiſter Geoffry Chaucer,” ſpeaking of the propri- 
ety of adapting the phraſe to the ſubjett, ſays “the 
-% words.mote be firſt couſin to the deede,” Catho- 
cus aflerts that Burke was * poſitive alike in error 
« and in truth. but * only ſays ſo, not an atom of 
proof bas he given, ollows it up with an- 
other aſſertion Jane th Com but more - abſurd : 


that his writings had, by “ a malignant electricity re- 


„ newed the flame that fed on the fuel of an old 


E prejudice againſt the name of Frenchman.” To] 
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” +4 not only ſtark nonſenſe. but totally the reverſe 


of the caſe; Burke's charges againſt them were, for | 
ceaſing lo be what 500 uſed to be; for deſtroy- 
ing the ſocial order of civilized life by a ſtrange, 


rightful transformation. Catholicus muſt+ ſurely 


know, he muſt recollect how Engliſhmen rejoiced 
at the" commencement of this buſineſs; they viewed 


Wich pleaſure the morning horizon, gilded by the 


rays of temperate liberty ; but this was before demo- 


> c.racy had trampled on all the other orders of ſo- 


ciety, before the altars of religion were overthrown, 
before the fiſh-women of Paris wefe ſuffered to 


 * lead their captive King in triumph, and Before 
.. thoſe offenſive decrees of the 19th of November, 


1792, and 15th December, fame year, were paſled ; 
decrees {to uſe his own words) “ enough to madden 
& into rage all the regular Governments of Eu- 
rope. It is true, that England armed before France 


declared war againſt Great Britain and Holland, as 


a2 meaſure of prudence, but, to the very laſt all 


was done conſiſtent” with the honour of indepen- 
dent Nations, to avoid war. A day was appointed 


ſior Lord Auckland on ours, and the General of 


- the French army on their part, to have an amica- 


dle conference on the ſubject, by which the 
lives of millions might have been ſaved, but before the 
day fo appointed arrived, they treacherouſly de- 


clared war againſt England and Holland. 
If the French “were denounced as a nation of 
Atheiſts,” they would not for ſuch denunciation ſud- 
denly become © a nation in arms for vengeance,” for 
they had ſo proclaimed themſelves to be; but Catholi- 
cus writes as though be really thought them unde ſerv- 
ing of the harſh epithets which their crimes have 
- extorted from different authors.“ Even Horace 
Vcc 5 | ' Walpole 


I * Were Catholicus at this time in the capital of France, and 


there 


15 2 
Walpole, the late Lord Orford, denounced them. 
This noble author, who during the period of a long 
life, wasthe greatandinflexible champion of democracy, 
declared, that“ the Horrors of the French au/urpation” 
ſhewed him the danger of ſuch an unqualified 
opular government; and the celebrated. Gibbon 
— expreſſes himſelf, after reading Burke's reſlections 
on the French Revolution, © I beg leave to ſubſcribe 
« my aſſent to Mr. Burke's creed on the Revolution 
* of France; I admire his eloquence, I approve his 
& politics, I adore his chivalry ;. and I can almoſt 
«excuſe his reverence for church eſtabliſhments. 
& I have ſometimes thought of writing a Dialogue 
s of the Dead, in which Lucian, Eraſmus, and Voltaire, 
ee ſhould ' mutually acknowledge the danger f 
« expoling an old ſuperſtitions. to the contempt: of 
et the blind and fanatic multitude.” 2 
At an early period of the revolution, “ the celebra- 
ted and venerable M. I Abbe. Raynal preſented, an 
' addreſs to the National Aſſembly, in which he deplores 
the evils they had then already fallen into. After tell- 
ing them, that they had done wrong by adopting. the 
bold conceptions of philoſophy as aQs. of legiſlation, 
he adds, and yet, ready to deſcend into the grave, 
ready to quit this immenſe family of which I have 
* ſo ardently wiſhed the welfare, what do I ſee around 
e me? religious troubles, civil diſſentions, the con- 
s tentions of ſome, the audacity and paſſions of others, 
a government enſlaved by popular tyranny, the ſanc- 


there expreſſed his ſorrow at the le's lic profeſſion of 
| Atheiſm? the Pariſians would lau kn us egy See account of 
the preſent ſtate of Religion in France, Mo. Mag, March 1799, 
where the author ſtates the ineffectual attempts which in « favor 

« of religion have been made, to counte tract the popular atheiſm. 
of the Country.“ „ Gr A ENALAIE 4 Te Y 
_ * May 3 179» 


g 258 


1 3 3 
ec tion of the laws ſurrounded by ungovernable men. 
ho will alternately, either diftate, or brave them. 

Soldiers without diſcipline, chiefs without authority, 

'  _ © miniſters without means, a king, the firſt friend of his 
people, plunged into affliction, outraged, threatened, 

-& deprived of all authority, and the publick power 

& exiſting but in thoſe clubs, where ignorant and brutal 
men dare to decide upon all pose queſtions.” 
In another place he ſays, my eyes where filled with 
© tears, when I ſaw the vileſt and the moſt wick- 

« ed of men employed as inſtruments, in bring- 
e ing about a abeful revolution : when I faw the 

& holy love of patriotiſm proſtituted to villainy, and 
t licentiouſneſs march in triumph under the banners 
of enz.“ 3 36 eee 
Indeed Edmund Burke ſtood not alone in his 
cebnſure of French turpitude ; beſides the inſtances of 
reprobation already mentioned, we may ſee the dif- 
ferent ſpirited addreſſes of the Americans to their 
Pr reſident, on their propoſed armament againſt France. 
Many of them reprobate, with the greateſt aſperity, 

. Tallyrand's ſhameful attempt to patch up the dif- 
ferences between France and America, by perſonal 
bribery, and extorted loans. The anſwer to one of 
them, from the young men of New Vork, thus con- 

- cludes, © beware that your own country be not con- 

* taminated by the foul abominations of the French 
% Revolution.” and it has been ſaid, that the venerable 
Waſhington, has lately called the French “ the 
“ common enemy of all Nations 

| In the ſermon of Louis Amedie Anſpach, he pathe-" 

- _  tically!laments the fate of his country (Switzerland) un- 

der © the tyrannic interference of France; ſpeaking 

ol dhe invaſion of Switzerland by the French, he ſays, 

It preſents every where traces of a ſanguinary and 
„ perfidious enemy; who with the words, liberty, 

2 e | ee Peace 
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n peacr, and fraternity, in their mouths, bring with 
« them nothing but ſervitude, diſorganization, and 
« diſcord.” Beſides all theſe inſtances of abhorrence, 
I have juſt met with the celebrated Dr. Geddes's ob- 
ſervations on the cruelty of the French Nation 
forcing upon neighbouring ſtates their own adopted 
plans of Government, as well as their reviving the re- 
volutionary principle adopted in the worſt times of 
Greece, and trying every where to reduce them to 
practice; © ſtriving (he adds) with the cruel tyranny 
of Procruſtus, to fit the body of each captive tra- 
« yeller to a murderous and torturing bed. See allo 

ohn Caſper Lavater's account of the cruelties 
of the French in Switzerland, and another of their 
like conduct in Suabia. pl on any $ 
The piratical States of Barbary are not in arms for 
« vengeance, for being called ſo. Notwithſtanding 
all the vengeance of the French, the future hiſtorian 
will record, what Edmund Burke did not hve to ſee, 
to what no - ex-prieſt of France has ſucceeded, 
nor will Catholicus ſucceed in defending. | 
It will be recorded that without any war pre viouſiy 
exiſting between France and America, the maritime 
force of the former ſeized upon more than /wo 
hundred Merchant Ships belonging to the latter, and 


kept. them as legal prizes; that Malta was treache- 


rouſly ſeized and plundered in like manner, without 
a moment's quarrel previoufly exiſting, and Egypt 
(the dominions of the ally gf France) invaded ; that 
Berthier got poſſeſſion of Rome by treachery of 
the baſeſt kind, having pledged the guarantee of 
the French integrity to the Pope, that his government 
ſhould continue, that all public and private proper- 
ty ſhould remain untouched, and not a drop of blood 
be ſpilled except of thaſe who had been the murderers 
of Dupbot, the revenge of whoſe death was the ſole 

. G object 


Fig 18 

| obj e of his den But what did this agent of the 

a Nation do, after entering that capital? A rich 
Narren of ſpoil was ſecured, and ſeized upon, the 
Pope was depoſed and robbed of every thing. valuable, 
by the French General and his Soldiery; after which, 
the poor old man, at the age of eigbiy one, was baniſh- 
ed-to Sienna, If Catholicus cannot find excuſe for 
all this, probably he can find ſome ſoft mode of 
| relating theſe events, and again ſay * it ſhews 
& of what the poor agitated human mind 1s capa- 
ee ble.” We may recollett that during the parliamen- 
tary debates, upon the ſubject of aboliſhing the 
flave trade, one of the. warmeſt oppoſers of the aboh- 
tion candidly confeſſed, that the trade was, to be ſure, 
rather unamiable. 

Catholicus would have you to believe that the 
ſubſidies paid by this nation to foreign powers, (at 
a time when it was neceſſary to divert the atten- 
tion of a ferocious enemy from landing on our 
ſhores, and ſpreading ruin amongſt us) was drawn 
excluſfvely from the labouring claſſes: of our peo- 
ple ; but, this is another groſs attempt to vilify go- 
vernment, and to impoſe upon your underſtanding. 
You know (as every one muſt know) that revenue is 
the object of taxation, and no government was 
ſurely ever ſo fooliſh as to lay taxes upon thoſe 
claſſes of the people leaſt able to pay them. An 
impartial man will not, I think, ſay that the taxes 
upon wine, hair-powdgr, bare ies, carriages, men 
ſervante, plate, ſtamps, armorial bearings, the late 
aſſeſſed taxes, or the new income act, bear exclu- 
ſively hard on the poor of this country. We may 
all of us forrowfully lament the evils of war, as ſpe- 
cified by Catholicus, page 23, and at the ſame time 
we Jament it, be ſenſible, that an awful reſponſi- 
: bility attaches to thoſe, who commenced, and fince in the 

| | haughunels 
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haugghtineſs of aggrandiſement, have twice refuſed to 
terminate it, according to the accuſtomed modes of 
civilized nations. Even * the Duke of Brunſwick's 
& bloody manifeſto” will not plead excuſe for that cruel 
exterminating principle which the French have im- 
bibed with reſpett to this country. Has not ſhe, in 
the plenitude of her dreadful ire, denominated the - 
© conteſt between the two countries to be ſuch. as 
formerly exiſted between Rome and Carthage? there- 
by indicating that one of them muſt fall without com- 
promiſe. You will not war, nor will you promote it, but 
the potſherds of the earth 2vi// , daſh together;” even 
you would rather that the moſt virtuous, and not 
the moſt vicious ſhould prevail ; for my own part, I 
certainly would not have the menagerie in the tower 
deſtroyed, but, if the ferocious part of that collection 
were to break their chains, I certainly ſhould rejoice 
at their deſtruction. 2 5 
Me ought to prefer the deſtruQtion (if deſtruQion 
be going on) ofa man who ſays he has no ſoul, to the 
deſtruction of ten men, who, like ourſelves, maintain 
an oppoſite opinion. Not one drop more of French 
blood would I have ſpilled, but they too ſhould leave 
off ſpilling. The doQrines of Friends are the fartheſt 
remove from deiſm, of any ſyſtem I know, and 
therefore all politics, coupled (as the French 975 
with tenets inimical to religion in general, and chriſ- 
tianity in particular, muſt be reprobated by them; 
even the Theo- philanthropiſts of France will not do, 
nor the Unitarians of Erigland, who are moſtly in- 
fected with Republican principles; doubtleſs you 
know that your Society has been vilified by Thomas 
Paine, the champion of democracy. . 


2 — 


Friends do not ſhut their eyes, or ears; they can- 
not help knowing or judging, of what is going 
forward in the world, they cannot but ſee and Fon, 
3 de 
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\ that the late rebellion in Ireland, which, ſhocking 
| to relate! has coſt the lives of about thirty five thou- 
fand people, was the conteſt of religious prejudice, and 
democratic faction, united againſt proteſtantiſm, and 
kingly government. Had the rebels prevailed, the 
roman Catholics would have taken the lives, and the 
_ republicans the property of the vanquiſhed. I do 
not think that this country is now in ſimilar danger ; 
the men of property are moſtly in formidable military 
array, and ſeem determined that they will not (as the 
wealthy men of France were) be | plundered without 
a ſtruggle. . £4 ; | | 


: 


- 


Perhaps, however, by avoiding one extreme, the 
people may fall into another. At no one period 
_ fince the conſtitution was ſettled in 1688, have the 
Prerogatives of the crown been ſo ſtrengthened as of 
late, and the reaſon is obvious; the people would 
rather have the equipoiſe of our mixed Government 
deſtroyed for ever, than to ſuffer the introduction of 
a ſyſtem, that pulls down every thing worth living - 
for, and buries religion, morality, ſocial order, pro- - 
perty, and true rational liberty, under gigantic ruins ; 
and the people are right, — their good ſenſe? will pre- 
ſerve them, . With us, wealth is not yet a crime, nor is 
iniellec diſgraceful. Our people are not © alternate- 
+ ly the Monkey and the Tyger” as Voltaire deſcribed 
his countrymen to be; they will not © go from a co- 
© mic Opera to a maſlacre of St. Bartholomew,” hey 
will not at one time decree, that * their enemies taken 
in war hall be denied quarter, or that the ty- 
„ rants of the feas ſhall be exterminated;“ nor on 
| the other hand will they appoint a committee to ſu- 
perintend and carry about the rotten bones of a 
deiſtcal writer; nor a dirty old negreſs be introduced 
into the Houle of Commons to be kiſſed by the a 
Speaker. No, none of this ſanguinary work, . 
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this ridiculous buffoonery, which is fit only for vola- 
tile Charlatan republicans.“ Our ſenators are (general- 
ſpeaking) men of property, knowledge, and charac- 
ter, and moſt of them fill reſpectable ſtations in private 
life: there is not amongſt them, a Butcher or Bailiff, 


or literary Vagabond; many of the Engliſh diſſen- 


ters hold anti-monarchial principles, but I think that 
the majority of your ſociety do not, You muſt 
recollett under what form of government you have 
moſt ſuffered. © 85 6 toe 
The little colonial Republic / of America, not 
unknown to you; nor unknown, the blood- ſtained an- 
nals of New England; you know that it was a 
Monarch who arreſted the ſanguinary arm of a feroci- 
ous and fanatical Endicott under whoſe tyrannic ſway 
your illuſtrious Penpington declaredt that © they pro- 
% ceeded from one cruel ſtep of "perſecution to 
« another, 'till at length they came to drink 
© the Quaker's Blood.” Before this time your 
ſociety had been alſo moſt grievoufly perſecuted in 
England, under the government of high proſeſſing 
republicans ; many were perſecuted to death, a8 
others cruelly puniſhed under a pretext of tender 
conſcience, by the zealous religioniſts of that day. 
I ſee in the abſtract of Suff. vol. 1, page 80, that 
the widow Bragg, ſon, and two daughters, were fined 
two ſhillings and ſixpence each, for walking to meet- 
ing, or as they termed it, © wandering and prophane 


At one and the ſame time, two committees were appointed 
by the National Aſſembly; one to ſuperintend the removal of Vol. 
taire's remains from place to place, the other to attend the National 

colours to the Champ de Mars to receive the annual benediction. 

| The laſt ſeems like ſuperſtition, but the former (Voltaire being 2 
$ 22 Deiſt) ſeems like the oppoſite of ſuperſtition, and Pp. 58 


ve gone on Noo 18 
FEY As though hypocriſy and nonſenſe, 
„ 1 Had got the 442 of their conſcience.” _ 
I)er fol, 311. 1 Vol. quarto Edit. of his works. f 
9550 9 „Walking 
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1 Ken onthe. Zards Day others were confined for 2 
ſimilar offences until the evening, and then being 


releaſed; were ſtoned out of the town by the popitlace; 
theſe conſcientious men permitting it probably under 


8 an idea, that ſtoning an offender, was not half ſo 


-heinous as walking on the Lord's Day. About the 
" fame time, one of your members ſuffered ſeveral 


1 rue] tortures for blaſphemy, of which it doth not ap- 


r that he was in the leaſt degree guilty; becauſe a 
ey foolthh women had called him Jeſus Chriſt, and 
de did not withſtand their folly, he was moſt unjuſtly 
dl anderuelly treated. In our days there hath appeared a 
prophet declaring himſelf to be. God Almighty's 
„nephew, andthe Government (as in the former caſe) 


- © Jnterfering, have not puniſhed him with torture, but = 


> 1 properly lodged him in Bedfam ; it is fortunate 
| im that he did not appear under the reign. of 


| : 5 abou republicans. 


Lou know that it was after the people of England 


1 had tried and diſmiſſed an execrable republican 


tyranny, that liberty of conſcience, and ſame peculiar 
privileges which you enjoy, were granted you; and [ 
- Eannot ſuppoſe that you will ever riſk the loſs of thoſe 


; N 25 privileges, by aiding the introduttion of. new order 


of things into this count 


| 8 This indeed (as a body) 1 hd ſuppoſe of you. 


In the government of your ſociety, ariſtocracy is 


N . very influential; if a queſtion be debated in your 


FE Yearly Meeting, it is not carried by a majority of 


1 numbers, but by weight of the perſonal characters of 


ttzdoſe who debate it ; I have lometimes _ 


dat I could pick out Han your Miniſters and El 
many feudal chiefs, and that their Meetings may 5 


t lament afſembled.” 


daeemed * the Lords . 8 and temporal, in Par- 


| We nin of your: churd, as the N of: this 
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hey certainly are next to the _ 


realm are next to the King. It wöuld not become 
me to ſuggeſt to you, any particular line of condut. 
Thoſe general maxims of prudence adopted by the 
Saciety will no doubt regulate you in theſe reſpects, 
but it ſeems to me, that this new ſpecies of democracy? 
with which Europe has been now vexed about eight 1 
years, is ſubverſive of the happineſs of at leaſt two | 
_ thirds of general ſociety. That as in the natural, fo 
in the moral world, quickneſs of maturity, and quick- 
neſs of decay, as naturally follow each other as effects 
follow cauſes ; thus if the gourd and the oak, the 
hofſe and the elephant, cannot be compared with 
each other, either with reſpect to rapidity of growth, 
or permanence of duration, juſt ſo, like the former 
of them, French liberty ſprung up, with the muſhroom 
of the night, and diſappeared with the dews of 
3 the morning. Before the Revolution there was 
| certainly ſome monarchial, and a great deal of fen- 
dal and prieſtly, oppreſſion. Superſtition and Monar= 
chial power, were doomed to fall together, and they >: 
did fall, but mark the conſequence; a ſudden and 
violent change, by producing an oppoſite extreme, 
has been worle | 


1 
x 


han monarchy or ſuperſtition. 
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